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SUBJECT: IRAQI CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 

REF: (A) 77 BAGHDAD 2162 (B) BAGHDAD 197 (C) BAGHDAD 195 

1 . IN A MEETING ON JAN 30 WITH CHIEF OF MFA'S FIRST 
INTERNATIONAL DIVISION, WISSAM ZAHAWI, HE PRESENTED A FIRM 
STATEMENT OF GOI CONCERN OVER THE FACT THAT 35 IRAQI 
CHRISTIANS HAD BEEN GRANTED TEMPORARY PERMISSION TO REMAIN 
IN THE US DURING CONSIDERATION OF THEIR REQUEST FOR REFUGEE 
STATUS. SUGGESTIONS THAT THEY HAD BEEN SUBJECT TO 
RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION WERE BOTH GROUNDLESS AND SLANDEROUS 
IN VIEW OF THE ACTUAL SITUATION, HE SAID.AND THE GOI WOULD 
CONSIDER IT AN INSULT IF THE US SHOULD DECIDE TO GRANT 

THE REQUEST, AN ACTION THAT IRAQ COULD NOT CONSIDER AS 
FRIENDLY. 

2. HE ADDED THAT THE FACT THAT ROYAL AIR MOROC HAD 
TRANSPORTED THE PEOPLE TO NEW YORK RAISED SERIOUS QUESTIONS 
AS TO THE SPONTANEITY OF THE DEVELOPMENT, AND THE GOI IS 
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HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS THAT THE ENTIRE EVENT HAD BEEN STAGED 
AS AN EFFORT TO EMBARRASS IRAQ. HE THEN ASKED IF THE 
ARTICLE IN THE PRESS ON THIS SUBJECT HAD BEEN NOTED 
(REF C) SINCE THIS REFLECTED THE CURRENT VIEWS OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT. 

3. IT BECAME IMMEDIATELY APPARENT THAT ZAHAWI HAD NO 
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BACKGROUND WHATSOEVER ON THE QUESTION OF IRAQI REFUGEES. 

HE WAS EVIDENTLY UNAWARE THAT A NUMBER OF SMALLER GROUPS 
FRAUDENTLY CLAIMING RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION HAD RECENTLY BEEN DENIED 
ENTRY INTO THE US, OR THAT THE USG HAD TAKEN A NUMBER 
OF STEPS TO CONTROL THE ARRIVAL OF SUCH CLAIMANTS. SINCE 
THIS SEEMED TO BE THE BEST MEANS OF FLATLY REFUTING ANY 
ALLEGATIONS OF US COMPLICITY, I GAVE HIM A DETAILED BRIEFING 
ON THE BACKGROUND OF MEASURES TAKEN TO PREVENT EXACTLY 
THE SORT OF PROBLEM THAT HAD NOW DEVELOPED. 

4. AFTER LISTENING VERY CAREFULLY AND ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THERE SEEMS 
TO BE A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF INFORMATION OF WHICH THE GOI WAS 
UNAWARE, ZAHAWI RETURNED TO THE THEME THAT IRAQ WOULD 

CONSIDER ITSELF INSULTED IF REFUGEE STATUS WERE 
ACCORDED TO ANYONE FROM IRAQ. HE WAS SURPRISED TO LEARN 
THAT A NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING EGYPT, ARE 
ALSO THE SOURCE OF INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING 
REFUGEE STATUS AS A RESULT OF RELIGIOUS PERSECTION. 

IN REPLY TO HIS STATEMENT THAT A FAVORABLE DECISION IN 
THE CURRENT CASE WOULD RESULT IN BAD PUBLICITY FOR IRAQ, 

I POINTED OUT THAT THE REVERSE WAS ALSO PROBABLY TRUE SINCE 
THERE MIGHT THEN BE AN EXTENSIVE COURT CASE IN WHICH 
CONSIDERABLLE ATTENTION TO THE SUBJECT WOULD BE GENERATED. 

5. ZAHAWI UNDERLINED THE NECESSITY FOR CONVEYING HIS 
DEMARCHE TO THE DEPARTMENT IN ORDER THAT THE VIEWS OF THE 
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IRAQI GOVERNMENT WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO THOSE MAKING THE 
FINAL DECISION. I AGREED TO DO SO AND MADE A BRIEF 
PRESENTATION ON AMERICAN JUDICIAL PRACTICES IN ORDER TO 
EXPLAIN THAT FOREIGN POLICY CONSIDERATIONS WOULD PROBABLY 
NOT PLAY A ROLE IN THE FINAL OUTCOME. 

6. COMMENT: THE IRAQIS EVIDENT ALLY VIEW THIS MATTER WITH 
CONSIDERABLE CONCERN. KNEE-JERK REACTION WHICH RESULTED 
IN PRESS ATTACK MAY NOW BE REGRETTED AS IRAQI GOVERNMENT 
LEARNS OF FULL DIMENSIONS OF PROBLEM. THEY MAY ALSO 
COME TO REALIZE THEIR ACTION WILL PROBABLY STRENGTHEN 
REQUESTS FOR ASYLUM SINCE NO ONE ACCUSED OF IN VO VI .F.MF.NT 
WITH CIA COULD EVER BE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO IRAQ. 

7. AS WASHINGTON IS AWARE, REF A, MOST OBSERVERS DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE GROUNDS FOR CLAIMS OF RELIGIOUS 
PERSECTION IN IRAQ IN THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF CASES. EFFORTS TO 
CIRCUMVENT BOTH NORMAL VISA AND SEVENTH PREFERENCE 
PROCEDURES ARE CLEARLY ON THE UPSWING AS PREDICTED AND 

MAY RESULT IN ADDITIONAL IRRITANTS IN OUR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH IRA UNLESS CAREFULLY HANDLED. 
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8. IT WILL BE VERY HELPFUL IF THE DEPARTMENT 

CAN INSURE WE ARE KEPT FULLY INFORMED ON DEVELOPMENTS 

IN THIS CASE AS THEY OCCUR. 

PECK 
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